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SUBJECT: STUDENT UNREST 

1 . UNCHARACTERISTIC AND UNPRECEDENTED POLITICAL DEMONSTRATIONS 
AGAINST INCREASES IN FEES BY STUDENTS AT MAIN LIBREVILLE CAMPUS 
UNIVERSITY GABON ARE NOW IN THIRD DAY. THE UNIVERSITY AND SURROUNDING 

AREA HAVE BEEN CORDONED OFF BY RIOT POLICE, MILITARY AND FIRE 
ENGINES BUT THUS FAR THERE HAVE BEEN NO CLASHES BETWEEN STUDENTS AND 
SECURITY FORCES. 

2. DISCONTENT IS FOCUSED ON RECENT INCREASES IN FOOD AND LODGING 
COST AT UNIVERSITY DORMITORIES. ALTHOUGH SCHOLARSHIPS TOO WERE 
INSCREASED, STUDENTS SUFFERED NET LOSS OF 600 CFA (ABOUT $25) 

PER MONTH. THEY WERE ALREADY UNHAPPY WITH CONDITIONS THEY FELT TO 
BE SUBSTANDARD AND FELT THEY WOULD MERELY BE PAYING MORE MONEY FORMORE 

OF THE SAME. ALTHOUGHT SIMILAR MANIFESTATIONS OF STUDENT DISCONTENT 
OCCUR AT LEASE ONCE EACH YEAR AT UNIVERSITY, THIS FIRST YEAR IN 
ANYONE'S RECENT MEMORY WHERE SLOGANS AND PLACARDS HAVE CRITICIZED 
PRESIDENT BONGO AND OTHER HIGH GOVERNMENT FIGURES BY NAME. MOST 
NOTABLE AMONG THE LATER IS MINSTER OF NATIONAL EDUCATIONJEAN-BONIFACE 
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ASSELE, WHOALSO WRTT.DS POWER AS COMMANDER IN CHIEF OF THE NATIONAL 
POLICE AND AS JOSEPHINE BONGO'S BROTHER. THE STUDENTS 
APPARENTLY SUSPECT ASSELE OF POCKETING THE ROOM AND BOARD 
MONEY WHICH IN SOME CASES HAS INCREASED FROM ABOVE $10 PER 
MONTH TO MORE THAN $60 FOR A ROOM. REPRESENTATIVE PLACARDS 
CARRY SLOGANS SUCH AS "TEN YEARS OF BONGO MISERY," " DOWN 
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WITH BONGO AND ASSELE," "BONGO MAUVAIS" AND CRITICIZES THE HUGE 
AMOUNTS "WASTED" ON OAU CONFERENCE GROUNDS. 

3. THE PROTEST STARTED SATURDAY EVENINGWHILE PRESIDENT BONGO WAS 
OUT OF GABON ON AN OFFICIAL VISIT TO WEST GERMANY. 

WHEN HE RETURNED TO LIBREVILLE SUNDAY MORNING HIS PRINCIPAL SECURITY 
CHIEFS WENT ON BOARD HIS PLANE TO BRIEF HIM ABOUT THE SITUATION 
BEFORE HE DESEMBARKED. IN THE SUBSEQUENT PRESS CONFERENCE 
BONGO MADE ONLY AN OBLIQUE REFERENCE TO ELEMENTS WHO REFUSED 
TO SUPPORT MEASURES UNDERTAKEN WITHIN HIS AUSTERITY PROGRAM. 

THERE HAS BEEN NO OTHER PUBLIC NEWS COVERAGE. ALTHOUGH HEADCRACKING 
HAD NOT BEGUN BY LATE AFTERNOON JANUARY 30, MANY OBSERVERS PREDICT 
THAT THE POLICE WILL ENTER THE UNIVERSITY GROUNDS WITH CONFRONTATIONS 
INEVITABLY RESULTING SOON. THIS IS SPECULATION BASED PRIMARILY ON THE 

SIZE AND NUMBERS OF SECURITY ELEMENTS AROUND THE UNIVERSITY AND THE 
MANNER IN WHICH THE QUARTER IS BEING CLOSED TO 
ALL TRAFFIC. YATES 
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